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Memories of the National Arts and Learning Sympoosium 2007—Professor Larry O'Farrell (UNESCO Chairholder), Ms. Madeleine Aubrey (2007 Symposium Co-Chair), Dr. Max 

Wyman OC (Past President, CCUNESO), Mrs. Yeonhee Jung (Korea Arts & Culture Education Service) Professor Michael Wilson (2007 Symposium Co-Chair), Ms. Soomin Kwak (Korea 

Arts & Culture Education Service), Ms. Katharine Berg (Special Advisor to the Secretary General, CCUNESCO).  Photo courtesy of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO.  Professors 

O’Farrell and Aubrey will chair the symposium in 2008. 

Newsletter 
UNESCO Chair to host Canadian Arts and Learning Symposium 

On October 29, 30, 31, 2008, the 

UNESCO Chair in Arts and 

Learning will host the Canadian 

Arts and Learning Symposium 

at the Faculty of Education, 

Queen’s University (Duncan 

McArthur Hall). 

A gathering of stakeholders in 

arts education from across Can-

ada will meet to discuss and 

further arts and learning in Can-

ada and to prepare for the next 

international conference on arts 

education in Seoul Korea. The 

main theme will be Network 

Building within Canadian edu-

cational arts communities.  Or-

ganizers aim to advocate for 

and build creative capacity and 

visibility in arts education in all 

arts disciplines and at all levels 

across Canada by creating and 

strengthening bridges between 

arts educators,  arts administra-

tors, performers, practitioners, 

and students.   

The program will include the 

following elements. 

 A 3-day format (1:00 PM 

Wednesday, October 29 to 

3:00PM Friday, October 31) 

 A keynote speaker who 

will address network building 

and partnerships. 

 A web-cast of the opening 

speeches complemented by an 

web-based discussion board to 

engage colleagues who cannot 

attend the symposium in per-

son. 

 A video-conference with 

colleagues in another part of 

Canada 

 A plenary session each day 

featuring panel presentations on 

the four themes of the  
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symposium. 

 Simultaneous presentations 

each day, including: academic pa-

pers, poster sessions, round table 

presentations and workshops. 

 An artistic program including 

both professional artists and work 

by young people. 

 Reports from  the action plan 

developed by the National Arts and 

Learning Symposium in 2007. 

 A writing committee that will 

work throughout the symposium , 

beginning with the initial presenta-

tions on networking, gathering input 

from discussion groups and indi-

viduals on the kind of framework 

the delegates foresee for our net-

work. 

 A plenary session on October 

31 during which the proposed Net-

work will be inaugurated according 

to the wishes of the delegates. 
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The following themes will serve as a basis 

for deliberations and concrete action at the 

Canadian Arts and Learning Symposium.  

 Advocacy for arts education:  This 

theme will stress the value of cultural and 

artistic creativity in the post-industrial econ-

omy and will focus on issues related to the 

global context in which we are living and its 

need for the arts.   It will highlight creative 

partnerships that exists within our commu-

nities and will aim to foster others. 

 The Impact of Arts Education:  Speak-

ers will present research on those aspects of 

artistic education which have a special im-

pact on social cohesion and respect for cul-

tural diversity, non-violence, cultural heri-

tage appreciation, improvement of learning 

achievement, conflict resolution, team work, 

creative thinking and artistic creativity. 

 Arts Educational Policies, Programs 

and Professional Practices:  At issue will be 

arts educational standards as they relate to 

policy, curriculum development and both 

pre-service and in-service education for 

teachers.  This theme also embraces the need 

for educational programming for artist-

educators.  It will address the need a) to 

narrow the gap between planned policies 

and delivery in Arts Education and b) to 

link arts education efforts to UNESCO’s 

will be a web-based component to this event 

similar to that used in the preceding sympo-

sia that will facilitate an international shar-

ing of ideas and information. 

June 14—20,  2009 – PS 2009, a National 

Conference on Peace Sustainability will be 

held in Duncan McArthur Hall, home of the 

Faculty of Education at Queen’s University.  

The UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning 

will partner with the Faculty to present this 

event.  This conference is described as A 

Canadian Gift for the International Decade 

for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for 

the Children of the World.  Queen’s Univer-

sity is a partner in the project along with 

other high-profile organizations including 

the City of Kingston.  The Faculty of Educa-

tion is the lead Faculty for the university 

with a special interest in the final day of the 

conference which will focus on educa-

tion.  The holder of the UNESCO Chair in 

Arts and Learning is co-chair of the steering 

committee for this day, together with Dr. 

Rosa Bruno-Jofré.  It is anticipated that there 

Peace Sustainability Conference coming in June 2009 

Themes of the Canadian Arts and Learning Symposium 

Duncan McArthur Hall, home of the Faculty of Education at Queen’s University. (Photo Angela Solar) 

Further information will be posted on a 

separate PS2009 website which is yet to be 

constructed.  The address will be pub-

lished in future editions of this newsletter. 

 Organizational Frameworks:  The 

Canadian Network for Arts and Learning 

will be launched at the symposium.  This 

component of the program will provide 

organizational options to ensure that the 

network remains open, effective and 

responsive to the arts and education com-

munities. 
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Provisional Schedule for Arts and Learning Symposium* 

*This program is subject to change without notice. 

Symposium website     eduarts.ca 



International Performers Village 08, Malpils, 

Latvia, August 1-28, www.iugte.com/projects/

Performance. 

The 32nd World Congress of the Interna-

tional Society for Education through Art, 

Osaka, Japan, August 5 - 9, 2008, 
www.insea.org/. 

4th Aboriginal Northern Seminar,  

―Aboriginal Perspectives on the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights" , August 11 to 

18, 2008, in traditional Innu campsites, in 

Northern Quebec, Canada,  infoaven-

tures@ashini.com  

Dramatic Learning Spaces Conference: Per-

forming Identities, University of KwaZulu-

Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 21 to 

24 September 2008, Dramaticlearning@ukzn.ac.za  

38th Annual Conference of the Council of 

Ontario Drama and Dance Educators, Lon-

don, Ontario, Canada,  24-26 October, 2008, 
www.code.on.ca 

National Arts and Learning Symposium, 

hosted by the UNESCO Chair in Arts and 

Learning, Faculty of Education, Queen’s 

University, Kingston, Canada,  October 29-

31, 2008, www.eduarts.ca. 

International Laboratory, "Discovering Per-
former's Physicality" November 1 - 7, 2008, 
Ystad, Sweden,  http://www.iugte.com/projects/

performers.physicality.php 

Convention 2008, Québec Provincial Asso-
ciation of Teachers, November 20, 21, 2008, 
Palais de Congrès, Montréal, Québec, Can-
ada, http://www.qpat-apeq.qc.ca/corporatif/english/

activities/convention.html 

Fifth International Conference on Environ-

mental, Cultural, Economic and Social Sus-

tainability, University of Technology, Mau-

ritius, 5-7 January 2009, 
www.SustainabilityConference.com  

A regular feature of this newsletter is a 

schedule of upcoming conferences, festivals, 

symposia, workshops and courses of inter-

est to artists and educators working in the 

field of arts and learning.  We would like to 

circulate information about all, relevant arts 

and learning events.  To add an event to this 

list in the next edition of the newsletter, 

please send information following the for-

mat, below, to unesco@queensu.ca.  Events 

are listed in order of their announced dates.  

The UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning at 

Queen’s University is not responsible for 

most of these events.  The Chair is unable to 

independently verify the details listed below 

and will not be liable for any inconvenience 

or loss resulting from inaccuracies or pro-

gram changes.  We are unable to provide 

additional information on any specific event 

and ask that you refer to the website or con-

tact information provided in the listing. 

*     *     *   

Third International Conference on Design 
Principles and Practices, 15-17 February 
2009, Berlin, Germany, http://www.Design-

Conference.com     

A research symposium focusing on arts 
education (formal and informal) for social 
and environmental change, Royal Conser-
vatory of Music and Laurier Centre for Mu-
sic in the Community, May 13-15, 2009, 
Toronto, Canada, www.rcmusic.ca 

PS 2009, Peace Sustainability Conference 

(Education Day June 19), Faculty of Educa-

tion, Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada, 

June14-20, 2009, www.unesco-queens.ca 

10th International Conference on Arts and 
Cultural Management (AIMAC 2009), Cox 
School of Business and Meadows School of 
the Arts at SMU in Dallas, Texas, USA, 28 
June-1 July, 2009, www.smu.edu/aimac 
 

International Drama in Education Research 

Institute (IDIERI), University of Sydney, 

Sydney, Australia, July 16-21, 2009.  

UNESCO World Conference on Arts and 

Education organized by the Korea Arts and 

Culture Education Service, Seoul, Korea, 

dates and venue to be announced, 2010. 

Upcoming International Conferences, Festivals, Symposia,       

Workshops, and Courses in Arts and Learning  

©UNESCO Chair in Arts and 

Learning 

Faculty of Education, 

Queen's University 

511 Union Street 

Kingston, ON K7M 5R7 

CANADA 

E-mail:  unesco@queensu.ca 

Telephone: 1-613-533-6220                     

www.unesco-queens.ca 
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